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Is Graffiti illegal?

“criminal damage” under the Crime Ordinance (Cap 200);

“Other offences against good order”, which prohibits defacing and marking letters
or character in public places under the Summary Offences Ordinance (Cap 228);

“protection of property”, which prohibits any act of defacing property in Pleasure

Grounds under Section 8 of the Pleasure Grounds Regulations (Cap 132BC).

Laws & Regulations:

• No clear definition on what is against the law

• Lack plans and regulations in supporting wall arts development

Our definition: "Graffiti" refers to all wall arts

and murals on streets

Communities with wall arts (e.g. Sai Ying Pun, Sheung Wan)
OUR OBSERVATIONS

Wall arts promoted by the Hong Kong Tourism 
Board (HKTB)

Communities with wall arts (e.g. Sai Ying Pun, 
Sheung Wan)

Building unique streetscapes and forming tourist 
spots

The pain points

Lack of space Quality of artworks Regulations

An effective wall arts 
management 

system is the key to 
build an artistic and 

vibrant Hong Kong!!! 

What We Discover......



Two
Expectations 

To promote the transformation of graffiti as street art

To promote Hong Kong's unique arts and culture

One Vision
"Envisioning a wall Arts Infused City: Where Art Revives Urban Spaces, Fosters Cultural 

Identity, and Enlivens Social Dialogue."

Our Objectives "4+2+1"
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Four
Objectives

Identify the current graffiti distribution

Understand existing potential benefits of graffiti and promote 
stakeholder cooperation

Identify potential areas for graffiti in urban spaces

Provide management advice and application



Graffiti Distribution of the Whole Territory

A Glance of the Current Situation

Distance to the nearest MTR station
-0.23

Density of road network
0.35

Density of road junction
0.27

Construction land area
0.24

Population density
0.24

Density of tourism-related facilities
0.24

Mean house prices
-0.27

Mapping (Graffiti Distribution in Central and Western District)

Current Graffiti Distribution Map

Current Graffiti Kernel Density Map

Density of low quality graffiti

122, 
15%

107, 13%

593, 72%

Quality statistics

good medium bad

交流社区

Distance to the nearest MTR station

Transit and Walkability

Density of the bus stations

Density of road network

Density of road junction

交流社区

交流社区

Activity intensity Building Quality

Construction land area

Population density

Density of cultural-related facilities

Mean building age

Mean house prices

Average gradient

Machine
Learning

Field
Survey

Graffiti 
Distribution

Correlation
Analysis

Weighted 
Overlay

Google Street View
(3 bearings)

Predicted dataset

Study Area:
Central and Western District

Model (Pre-trained),

Object Detection
Accuracy: 85%

Model (Self-trained),
Image Classification
Accuracy: 72%

Goggle Images
(“Hong Kong Graffiti”)

Train dataset

(Points at 20m intervals)

Machine Learning Fieldwork

Verification
& Supplementation

Likelihood 
Map
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Graffiti Distribution of the Whole Territory



What We Propose: Zoning System
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Suitability
Tourism oriented

Suitability
Community oriented

Tourism 
Oriented 
Scenario

Community
Oriented 
Scenario

Zoning Map for Community Zoning Map for Tourism

2 Scenarios 

Tourism-oriented
&

Community-oriented

Free Zone Controlled Zone Restricted Zone3-Tier Zoning System
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Population Density 
0.336

Green Space
0.323

Land Use: Education/ Village
0.061

Internet Popular Sites Density 
0.048

Coastal Distance 200m 
0.086

MTR Station Buffer 
0.145

Community-friendly SpacePublic Transport Station Density
0.23

Poi Density(Cultural&Commercial) 
0.23

Open Space Coverage
0.12

Internet Popular Sites Density
0.42

Tourism-friendly Space



Scalable Canvas
In Free Zone 
for Graffiti

Co-Creation Canvas

Zoning Map Reality Check

• Some free zones are located in

public spaces

• Provide more creative freedom

• Artist——ALL Resident

Zoning System: Design for Free Zone
C4-50 The Aesthete

From Graffiti to Wall Arts

KAI TAK SEASIDE Kwun Tong Promenade 



Free Zone
(not completely free)

Controlled Zone Restricted Zone

3-Tier Zoning System

Freedom 
of Painting

Mangement 
Work Required

Structure of 
Monitoring

• Re-cover Scalable canvas every 

season

• Maintenance and rehabilitation

• Resolve conflicts

• Approve/disapprove matching

Monitoring

• Maintenance and rehabilitation

• Resolve conflicts

• Regular monitoring and

inspection

• Clearing unwanted graffiti

• Seek permission from property

owners

• Freely paint on the canvas in

parks

Graffiti is NOT 
Recommended

• Seek permission from property

owners (Matching)

• Requi re approval by the

management team

What We Propose: Zoning System
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Scalable Canvas

Property 
Owners

Oversee

Property 
Owners

Review and Oversee

ArtistArtist Property 
Owners

Artist

Oversee



What's Missing? Communication and Management

Artist
Property 
Owner

I want to paint! Where shall I paint? Who shall I find?

I want to decorate the walls of my property! Who 
shall I find? I don’t know any artists!

Questions to think about:
• Which body(s) are responsible for managing the "Graffiti Zones" 

proposed?
• How to manage these zones?

✓ Overseeing and managing art activities in the zones
✓ Act as "Gatekeeper" in controlling art activities

✓ Link artists and property owners
✓ Linking demand and supply of artworks
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Interactive section

Street Art Exchange

Display of Street Art Works

View Artist Profiles

Low-Quality Graffiti Feedback

Report Low-Quality Graffiti

Public Reviews and Judgments

Target User : Everyone

Demand Section
Target User: Property Owners and Artists

Post Graffiti Requests

For Artists

Find Painting Locations

Online Communication with Owner

Register as an Artist 
and Display Portfolio

For Property Owners

Functions of the Platform and demonstration
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Data Acquisition

Data Analysis Data Visualization

Stakeholder Involved

Scalability & Flexibility

• Extend managenent to other forms of street art (e.g. busking)

• Ensuring diversity and continuity of street artistic expression

Streetscape

• Beauitfy urban streets

• Create more creative and public spaces

• Make the city more colourful

Technology Utilization

HKwalls Co-founder: 

Jason Dembski

Central & Western 
District Council

Dr. Wong Sin 
Man Mandy

0 1 2 3 4 5

I enjoy appreciating street graffiti
Street graffiti can enhance the…

Hong Kong could add some graffiti
Street graffiti contributes to the…

Street graffiti can attract tourists and…

Some street graffiti is not suitable…
The government should impose…
I would specifically go to take…

Street graffiti increases the sense of…
Street graffiti disrupts the…

Graffiti generates a lot of garbage…
Graffiti makes streets smell pungent…

Interviews & Questionnaires

Highlighting Our Project’s Uniqueness
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ESG

• Meeting ESG goals

Database Management

Independent Artists 

Non-profit Arts
Organizations

Tourists

Merchant

Other Citizens

Government & Police Urban Planner

Tourism

• Attract more tourist

• Enhance the diversity of tourist attraction

• Benefit local economy

Artificial Intelligence

Machine Learning

GIS Analysis

Mathematics

Market potential

• Revenue(subscription fee)

• Advertisiting 

• Finalcial support

• Ensure wall arts development under control

by zoning system

• Raise the quality of street arts

• Increase citizens’ Participation and Acceptance

• Meet the needs of different stakeholders

Management

On-going process in updating graffiti zoning map (e.g. 2 years)Connect People Together！


